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A Message From Matthew Gerson, Chair of the 
Board of Trustees  
 
Dear Friends, 
  
Thank you to all of 4ÒÁÃÙȭÓ +ÉÄÓȭ generous supporters ɂ you are the cornerstone of 
our present and future success.  Because of your support we are able to provide 
pediatric art therapy programs to help young cancer patients and their families cope 
with the emotional stress and trauma surrounding cancer and its treatment.  We are 
proud to be integrated into the fabric of four Washington area clinics ɀ the 
Georgeto×Î 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÍÂÁÒÄÉ #ÁÎÃÅÒ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
National Medical Center in both Washington and Fairfax, and the Life With Cancer 
program at Fairfax/Inova Hospital.  
  
In 2010 we provided 9,629 hours of art therapy, 574 hours of team consultation, 
and 14,694 patient contacts tailored to the individual kids and their needs ɀ all at no 
cost to the families ɂand will do even more in 2011.  !ÎÄ ×Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÉÔ 
without your help.   
  
As many of you know, I was diagnosed with cancer when I was ten years old.  Back 
then, the focus was solely on tackling the disease ɀ not the emotional toll it imposed.  
Throughout the year I hear stories that make me proud of how we have helped 
move pediatric cancer treatment toward more comprehensive healing.  For 
example, about a year ago I bumped into someone I used to work with who told me 
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that his young son was battling cancer and that the art therapy program at 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÌÉÎÉÃ ÉÎ &ÁÉÒÆÁØ was an invaluable benefit not only to that little boy but 
also to his older sister.  When I saw him recently ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
time I go to the clinic ɀ I always wonder if you appreciate how important 4ÒÁÃÙȭÓ 
Kids ÉÓ ÔÏ ÍÙ ËÉÄÓȢȱ  
  
In September, the team at Life with Cancer  sent me a heartwarming video that 
really captures why we do what we do.  Please take two minutes ɀ literally -- to look 
at the link on our website (www.tracyskids.org) to a video about a little girl who 
works with the art therapist that 4ÒÁÃÙȭÓ +ÉÄÓ funds.  The little girl cries when 
talking about the art therÁÐÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ȰÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄ 
ÌÉËÅ -ÉÓÓ *ÅÁÎȢȱ  !ÎÄ ÈÅÒ -ÏÍ ÓÁÙÓ ÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ .ÁÔÁÌÉÅ ÇÏ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÖÅÒÔÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÍÉÎÄȢȱ   
  
Back in June, Tracy sent the Board a note asking for special help for two of the kids 
at Lombardi .  In one case, a relapsed patient who Tracy worked with in the late 
nineties wanted to experience Starcraft II, a videogame not scheduled for release for 
several months. We went to the Entertainment Software Association (ESA) -- which 
represents the videogame industry and supports us financially.  ESA made a few 
ÃÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÅÔÁȱ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÓÔ ÔÈÅ 

game and look for bugs.  His assessment ɀ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ 
2/#+3ȦȦȦȦȦȦȦȦȱ  
 
 Tracy also asked if we 
could do anything for an 
eight year old who is a 
Ȱ(5555555'% ÆÁÎ ÏÆ 
*ÕÓÔÉÎ "ÉÅÂÅÒȢȱ  Well, he 
happens to be an artist 
with the company I work 
for -- the Universal Music 
Group ɀ and Justin 
furnished us with a 
personalized, signed hat 
and poster ɀ to add to the 

τπ ÐÏÓÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÍ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÉÒÌȭÓ ÒÏÏÍȢ  We 
loved opening pictures that show tears of joy on our girl, 
her Mom, Tracy and everyone else at Lombardi  lucky 
enough to be there when she opened the package.  
  
Lastly, I want to share a story that reflects the cycle of giving.  A remarkable young 
woman who was treated at #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ as a patient became an advocate 
and a donor by asking our art therapists if they could put together an art show.  
People from all around the hospital visited the exhibition, bought art, and raised 
$1,500 for a patient activity fund.  It all came together very quickly, and the girl died 

http://www.tracyskids.org/
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three days after the show.  But by then she knew that she had created a legacy with 
her art that gave joy to others who have suffered hardships as she had.  
  
On Tuesday, February 8, 2011,  ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÃÙȭÓ +ÉÄÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ×ÉÌÌ hold its sixth 
annual Courage Award  recognizing a public person who exemplifies the strength, 
dignity and perseverance necessary to face the daily challenges imposed by cancer 
and its treatment.  Past recipients include Arlen Specter, Marcelle Leahy, Barbara 
and Tim Johnson, John McCain and Debbie Wasserman Schultz.  The award is always 
presented at our movie the med fundraising event ɀ Ȱ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ )Óȣȱ -- 
where our guests walk the red carpet before eating, drinking and then viewing one 
of seven nominated and award winning films that we will screen during the heart of 
(ÏÌÌÙ×ÏÏÄȭÓ Á×ÁÒÄ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ   This year we will present the Courage Award to 
Congresswoman Sue Myrick. We hope you can join us there. 
   
With appreciation for both past and future contributions and support,   
  
Matt 
           

���Š�‡���ò���‹�•�Š�‹�•�‰�����”�‡�‡�ó outside the art room at CNMC. The 
leaves are inscribed with wishes and hopes from patients, 
staff and visitors. 


